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an obligation to people on our coasts to 
fund NOAA and see that it can do its 
job well, and we should work to fulfill 
that obligation. 

In the United States, NOAA’s Na-
tional Weather Service operates two 
tsunami warning centers, the Pacific 
Tsunami Warning Center in Hawaii and 
the West Coast/Alaska Tsunami Warn-
ing Center in Alaska. In the event of a 
tsunami, the Centers will issue local 
tsunami advisories to the Emergency 
Managers Office of each potentially af-
fected State. The decision to evacuate 
a coastal area rests with each respon-
sible EM. The Seattle Post Intel-
ligencer reported that the current U.S. 
network consists of six deep-sea sen-
sors in Alaska, Washington, Oregon, 
Hawaii, and near the equator off the 
coast of Peru. In addition to the six 
tsunami buoys, the warning system 
takes advantage of existing tidal moni-
toring stations and USGS seismic mon-
itoring and reporting capabilities. The 
NOAA official in charge of the system 
described the current configuration as 
the ‘‘bare minimum’’ needed for ade-
quate warning. There are plans to ex-
pand the system to 20 tsunami buoys in 
the next five years, 10 of which will be 
placed in the Aleutian Islands. NOAA 
is estimating one-time costs of $8.7 
million and recurring costs of $8.5 mil-
lion to enhance the current system. 

NOAA also runs a Tsunami Research 
Program out of the Pacific Marine En-
vironmental Laboratory in Seattle. 
The objective of the Tsunami Research 
Program is to improve warning guid-
ance, hazard assessment, and imple-
mentation planning. The Joint Insti-
tute for the Study of the Atmosphere 
and Ocean, a partnership between 
NOAA and UW, has also worked with 
the Tsunami Research Program on haz-
ard assessment modeling. 

PMEL has also developed instru-
ments it has named tsunameters. With 
six deployed in the middle of the Pa-
cific since 2001 in waters 2.5 to 4 miles 
deep, the tsunameters can detect the 
perturbations in water pressure as a 
tsunami passes above. When it detects 
something, it sends a signal by sound 
waves to a buoy on the surface. The 
signal is relayed to a satellite and then 
back to Earth to tsunami warning cen-
ters in Hawaii and Alaska, a process 
that takes only 2 minutes. 

No significant tsunamis have yet oc-
curred in the Pacific for the 
tsunameters to detect, but they have 
prevented a false alarm. In November 
2003, a magnitude 7.8 undersea earth-
quake occurred near the Aleutian Is-
lands, spurring officials to issue a tsu-
nami warning. When the wave passed 
over a tsunameter, they saw it was 
small and canceled the warning. 

In conclusion, I again express my 
condolences and those of Washing-
tonians to those who have lost family 
members in this tragedy. The Senate 
should do all it can to help all those 
who face a long and difficult cleanup. 

Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, I wish 
to express my profound condolences for 

the victims of the earthquake and tsu-
nami in Southeast Asia, South Asia, 
and Africa. I commend our two leaders 
for writing S. Res. 4, passed unani-
mously by the Senate earlier this 
afternoon. It is right and fitting that 
on our first day of business in this Con-
gress the Senate has united to send a 
message of hope and leadership to the 
victims of this horrible disaster. 

We were all mortified to learn of the 
devastation caused by this disaster as 
we awoke after a day of Christmas 
celebrations. The news from this dis-
aster has been arriving so fast and furi-
ous that it is hard to put the kinds of 
numbers we are talking about in per-
spective. We know there are more than 
150,000 people dead—that is 150,000 per-
sonal tragedies. And there are hun-
dreds of thousands of others who are 
homeless and whose lives have been 
turned upside down by this tragedy. We 
said clearly to their families and loved 
ones in our resolution today that we 
are here to help them recover and re-
build. 

The generosity and compassion of 
America will be felt in Bangladesh, 
Burma, India, Indonesia, Kenya, Ma-
laysia, Maldives, Seychelles, Somalia, 
Sri Lanka, Tanzania, and Thailand. In 
fact, our troops and humanitarian as-
sistance professionals are already 
bringing hope to those countries in the 
form of water, food and comfort. We 
thank our troops for their hard work 
and for showing the world the best of 
America, as they always do. 

I am also mindful this afternoon that 
this terrible disaster has wreaked 
havoc in our own country and in my 
own state of Colorado. My thoughts 
and prayers go out to all the victims 
and their families. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 
the previous order, leadership time is 
reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 
the previous order, there will be a pe-
riod for the transaction of morning 
business with Senators permitted to 
speak therein for up to 10 minutes 
each. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With-
out objection, it is so ordered. The Sen-
ator is recognized. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MONSIGNOR 
IGNATIUS MCDERMOTT 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, it is 
with sadness that I rise to pay tribute 

to the life of a great friend, a great 
man who passed away on December 31. 
His name was Monsignor Ignatius 
McDermott and he was known as Fa-
ther Mac, from the city of Chicago. He 
was a model of compassion, commit-
ment, and service. 

On December 31, when he left this 
Earth, he was 95 years old. He made his 
name in Chicago because of his dedica-
tion to some of the poorest people who 
lived in that city. When he was a young 
priest, he had many options. He worked 
in parishes and had different assign-
ments, but he knew there was a special 
calling in his life, a calling that very 
few priests, very few people would even 
consider. Monsignor McDermott, Fa-
ther Mac, dedicated his life to walking 
Chicago’s meanest streets, skid row, 
and becoming the priest, the chaplain, 
of thousands of people on those streets 
addicted to drugs and alcohol. 

Ironically, he died on the 29th anni-
versary of the day that he cofounded 
Chicago’s largest addiction treatment 
center, Haymarket Center. 

He was born in the ‘‘Back of the 
Yards’’ neighborhood. If you read 
Upton Sinclair’s book ‘‘The Jungle,’’ 
you know what the stockyards meant 
to the city of Chicago. That is where 
the immigrant families headed. That is 
where they could find a job that re-
quired hard work and a strong back 
and barely make a living. That is 
where he grew up. 

He was known in his youth as just 
the kid brother of the famous alder-
man, Jim McDermott. He was ordained 
to the priesthood in 1936. He was as-
signed to what is now known in Chi-
cago as Maryville Academy, a home for 
neglected and abandoned orphaned 
children. It was there that he saw for 
the first time in his ministry how alco-
holism affected families. 

He disagreed with the common senti-
ment in Chicago and across the coun-
try that alcoholism was just a char-
acter flaw: If you had a little better 
character, you might overcome that 
problem. He understood it was a dis-
ease and it needed to be treated. So Fa-
ther McDermott brought Alcoholics 
Anonymous, which in the late forties 
was really a creation for the middle 
class of America, to the people of skid 
row in Chicago, people whose alco-
holism had left them in the worst pos-
sible plight. 

In 1963, he founded the Central States 
Institute of Addiction because he rec-
ognized the need for qualified treat-
ment counselors and educators. It was 
there that Illinois’s first program for 
offenders convicted of driving under 
the influence of alcohol was created. 

In the 1970s, he led the charge in our 
State to decriminalize public drunken-
ness. On New Year’s Eve 1975, along 
with Dr. James West, who would go on 
to direct the Betty Ford Center in Cali-
fornia, Father McDermott founded 
Haymarket Center. 

I have had the privilege in public life 
to meet some amazing people, and I 
count Monsignor McDermott—Father 
Mac—as one of those people. 
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